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LOCKING DEVICE FOR A ROD AND REEL 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention is a locking shackle used in 

combination with a padlock to both secure a ?shing 
pole to a stationary object and to secure a ?shing reel 
onto the ?shing pole, thereby preventing the casual 
theft of either the rod or the reel. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Fishing reels are conventionally designed to be inde 

pendent mechanisms that are selectively attachable to 
?shing rods. This enables a single ?shing reel to be used 
on a large variety of ?shing rods. As a result, ?shing 
reels are often carried separately from the ?shing rods 
when the rods and reels are packed and transported. 
However, in many situations, such as a short drive to a 
local ?shing hole, it is desirable to preassemble the ?sh 
ing reel onto a preferred ?shing rod and place a desired 
tackle onto the ?shing line. In this manner, the rod and 
reel are ready for ?shing when the ?sherman arrives at 
the ?shing hole and little time is wasted in readying the 
rod and reel for use. Similarly, for avid ?shermen who 
?sh often, it is a large inconvenience to remove tackle 
from the ?shing line and disassemble the ?shing reel 
from the rod each time the rod and reel are transported. 
Both ?shing rods and ?shing reels have become in 

creasingly expensive as the sophistication in the designs 
and materials used in the rods and reels have advanced. 
Since ?shing rods and ?shing reels have become so 
expensive, a ?sherman will usually only leave a ?shing 
reel on a rod if the rod and reel can be stored or trans 
ported safely together in their assembled state. For 
instance, if a ?sherman has a large enough vehicle to 
transport his or her rod and reel preassembled within 
the vehicle, then there is no need to disassemble the rod 
and reel during transportation. However, many ?shing 
rods, such as those used in deep sea ?shing are very 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

large. Consequently, very few ?shermen are capable of 40 
transporting an assembled rod and reel within their 
vehicles. As a result, if the assembled rod and reel are to 
be transported, the rod and reel assembly must be car 
ried on the outside of their vehicles on a roof rack or 
like arrangement. As such, both the rod and reel be 
come more vulnerable to theft. 

45 

Rods and reels are also vulnerable to theft when the ‘ 
?sherman leaves the rod and reel assembly unattended 
at the ?shing location. For instance, when ?shermen go 
to a tackle shop, go to lunch, or otherwise use a com 
mercial establishment, they typically do not disassemble 
and store their rods and reels. Rather, they often leave 
the rod and reel assembly unattended outside the com 
mercial establishment. Consequently, many times ?sh 
ermen return to ?nd their rods and/or reels stolen. 
The prior art is replete with devices that are used to 

secure portable objects to stationary structures, thereby 
deterring the theft of those portable objects. Many such 
prior art devices are speci?cally designed to retain elon 
gated rod-shaped objects, however, the prior art fails to 
show a device that can be properly adapted to secure a 
rod and reel as an assembly. For example, in US. Pat. 
No. 4,296,615 to Zoor, entitled ANTI-THEFT AR 
RANGEMENT PARTICULARLY FOR A MAST 
OF A SAILING CRAFT, a locking shackle is dis 
closed for rod-shaped objects. The locking shackle may 
be adapted to engage a ?shing rod, however, the 
shackle provides no protection to a ?shing reel that may 
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2 
be attached to the rod. Similarly, in US. Pat. No. 
1,816,334 to Matthews, entitled OAR AND PADDLE 
HOLDER AND LOCK and US. Pat. No. 4,057,983 to 
Morgan, entitled LOCK FOR SKIS, there are shown 
locking shackles that can be adapted to retain a ?shing 
rod alone. However, neither has a functional shape that 
can be used to retain both a ?shing rod and a ?shing reel 
attached to the ?shing rod. 
US. Pat. No. 284,165 to Bean, entitled POLICE 

MAN’S HOOK; US. Pat. No. 1,377,124 to Godbey, 
entitled LOCK FOR AUTOMOBILES; and US. Pat. 
No. 371,255 to Drinker, entitled SEAL LOCK all show 
locking shackles that include a hinged joint and are 
formed to lock an elongated object. However, none of 
the shackles are designed to also retain an object on the 
elongated object that they engage. 
US. Pat. No. 5,070,712 to Fox, entitled LOCKING 

DEVICE, shows a locking shackle used in conjunction 
with a padlock. The locking shackle is used to retain the 
end of a length of flexible cable, thereby allowing any 
plurality of articles bound by the ?exible cable to be 
locked together. 
The prior art fails to show a locking shackle that has 

been designed to retain both a rod-shaped object and 
also retain a secondary object, such as a ?shing reel, 
onto the rod-shaped object. As such, if any of the prior 
art locking shackles were applied to a ?shing rod and 
reel assembly, those prior art devices would be able to 
secure the ?shing rod, but would leave the ?shing reel 
unprotected. Since ?shing reels are designed to be re 
movably attachable to ?shing rods, the ?shing reels 
could be easily removed from the ?shing rods and sto 
len. In view of the prior art, there exists a need for a 
locking shackle that can engage both a ?shing rod and 
a ?shing reel, thereby preventing the theft of the ?shing 
rod and reel or of either component separately. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide a locking shackle that is speci?cally designed 
for use with a ?shing rod and reel assembly, wherein the 
locking shackle secures the ?shing rod to a stationary 
object and secures the ?shing reel to the rod, thereby 
preventing the theft of both. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a locking shackle that will secure both a rod and 
reel in a manner that will not damage the materials or 
the ?nish on either the rod or the reel. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is a locking device used to 
secure a ?shing rod and reel assembly to another object, 
such as an automobile, boat or the like. The locking 
device includes a hasp that closes around a ?shing rod 
and the elongated neck of a ?shing reel that extends 
from the ?shing rod. The hasp includes apertures that 
can accept a padlock, wherein the padlock prevents the 
hasp from being removed from around the ?shing rod 
and reel assembly. When closed around the ?shing rod 
and reel assembly, the hasp independently engages both 
the ?shing rod and the ?shing reel. The hasp is mechani 
cally attached to an object such as an automobile or 
boat, as such the hasp joins the ?shing rod and reel 
assembly to the object, preventing the casual theft of 
the rod and reel assembly. 
As the hasp engages the ?shing rod and reel, the hasp 

prevents the ?shing reel from being removed from the 
rod. Consequently, the hasp prevents the theft of the 



3 
reel from the rod as well as the theft of the entire rod 
and reel assembly. 
The surfaces of the hasp that engage the ?shing rod 

and reel are padded. As such, when the hasp is closed 
over the ?shing rod and reel assembly, the ?nish on the 
rod and reel are not damaged. Furthermore, as the hasp 
is closed, the padding is biased against the ?shing rod 
and reel. The engagement of the padding with the ?sh 
ing rod and reel prevents the rod and reel from moving 
within the hasp. Consequently, the ?shing rod and reel 
can be transported while within the hasp without dam 
age, 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For a better understanding of the present invention 
locking device, reference is made to the following de 
scription of an exemplary embodiment thereof, consid 
ered in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, 
in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one preferred embodi 

ment of the present invention locking device, wherein 
the locking arm is shown in an open position to facilitate 
discussion and consideration; 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the embodiment of 

FIG. 1, viewed along section line 2—2; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the present invention 

locking device shown in conjunction with a padlock, 
wherein the locking arm is shown in a closed, locked 
position; and 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the present invention 

locking device shown in conjunction with a ?shing rod 
and reel to illustrate the function of the present inven 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Referring to FIG. 1, a ?rst exemplary embodiment of 
the present invention locking device 10 is shown con 
sisting primarily of a hasp body 12 connected to a lock 
ing arm 14 at a pivot connection. In the shown embodi 
ment, the hasp body 12 is made of an elongated piece of 
metal bent approximately at a ninety degree angle so as 
to give the hasp body 12 a generally L-shaped con?gu 
ration. As such, in the perspective shown, the hasp body 
12 has a ?rst region 16 that generally extends in the 
horizontal plane and a second region 18 that generally 
extends at a normal to the ?rst region 16 in the vertical 
plane. The distal end 20 of the second region 18 is 
twisted ninety degrees from the plane of the remainder 
of the second region 18 in order to facilitate the inter 
connection of the distal end 20 of the second region 18 
to the locking arm 14. An aperture is formed through 
the distal end 20 of the second region 18 to facilitate the 
acceptance of a pivot pin 24. 
A second aperture 26 is formed through the proximal 

end 28 of the second region 18 of the hasp body 12. An 
optional steel cable or other flexible securing means 30, 
such as a chain or the like, can be positioned through 
the second aperture 26, thereby securing the hasp body 
12 to another object via the ?exible securing means 30. 
Similarly, a mechanical fastener 32, such as a screw, 
bolt or the like, may extend from the hasp body 12. The 
mechanical fastener 32 can optionally be used to secure 
the hasp body 12 to another object such as an automo 
bile, ?shing boat or the like. 
Two arm members 40, 42 extend at a perpendicular 

from the second region 18 of the hasp body 12. The 
interstice 44 between the two arm members 40, 42 has a 
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4 
width W1, which is preferably the same width as the 
piece of metal forming the hasp body 12. In the shown 
embodiment, the two arm members 40, 42 are unistruc 
turally formed as part of the hasp body 12, wherein both 
arm members 40, 42 are bent at a perpendicular to the 
plane of the ?rst region 16. As such, it should be under 
stood that the entire hasp body 12 can be made from a 
single blank of metal wherein the vertical second region 
18 and the two arm members 40, 42 are formed by selec 
tively bending the blank. Two locking apertures 36, 38 
are formed near the top of the two arm members 40, 42. 
As will be later described, the two locking apertures 36, 
38 are adapted to receive a padlock. 
Although the two arm members 40, 42 are preferably 

unistructurally formed as part of the hasp body 12, it 
will be understood that the two arm members 40, 42 can 
be separately attached to the hasp body 12. For exam 
ple, each of the arm members 40, 42 can be individually 
welded onto the hasp body 12, or a U-shaped member 
can be attached to the hasp body 12 wherein the U 
shaped member creates the two arm members 40, 42. 

In the shown embodiment, the locking arm 14 is also 
made of a single piece of metal that has been selectively 
bent and twisted into the desired shape shown. An aper 
ture 48 is formed through the locking arm 14 at one end. 
The aperture in the locking arm 14 aligns with the aper 
ture in the distal end 20 of the hasp body 12. The pivot 
pin 24 passes through the apertures in both the locking 
arm 14 and the hasp body 12, thereby pivotably con 
necting the locking arm 14 to the hasp body 12. The 
pivot pin 24 can be any mechanical device, such as a 
rivet that pivotably connects the locking arm 14 to the 
hasp body 12 yet cannot be easily removed by a thief. 
The width W2 of the locking arm 14 is slightly less 

than the width W1 of the interstice 44 in between the 
two arm members 40, 42 on the hasp body 12. Further 
more, the locking arm 14 is formed so that the locking 
arm 14 passes in between the two arm members 40, 42 of 
the hasp body 12 as the locking arm 14 pivotably rotates 
around the pivot pin 24 in the direction of arrow 50. 

Referring to FIG. 2 in conjunction with FIG. 1, it can 
be seen that a padding material 52 is disposed on the top 
surface 54 of the hasp body 12 as well as on the lower 
surface 56 of the locking arm 14. The padding material 
52 can be any synthetic or natural material suitable for 
outdoor use. For example, the padding material 52 can 
be a strip of preformed elastomeric material adhesively 
attached to the hasp body 12 and locking arm 14. Simi 
larly, the padding material 52 can be a bead of silicon 
sealant applied and cured directly onto the hasp body 12 
and locking arm 14. As will later be explained, the pad 
ding material 52 will engage the ?shing reel and rod. 
The present invention is designed to secure, thereby 
preventing the locking arm 14 and/or the hasp body 12 
from damaging the ?nish on either the rod or the reel. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, the present invention lock 
ing device 10 is shown in a closed position, locked with 
a conventional padlock 60. As can be seen, the padlock 
60 extends through the locking apertures 36, 38 on the 
two arm members 40, 42 that extend upwardly from the 
hasp body 12. Before the padlock 60 is placed throuqh 
the locking apertures 36, 38, the locking arm 14 is pivot 
ably rotated so that the proximal end 62 of the locking 
arm 14 extends through the interstice 44 between the 
two arm members 40, 42 at a point below the plane of 
the locking apertures 36, 38. As the padlock 60 is locked 
through the locking apertures 36, 38, the padlock 60 
obstructs the space between the arm members 40, 42 
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and prevents the locking arm 14 from pivotably rotating 
out from between the two arm members 40, 42. 
When the locking arm 14 is locked between the arm 

members 40, 42 by the padlock 60, the locking arm 14 
does not lay ?at against the hasp body 12. Rather, a 
large ?rst open region 64 is formed between the locking 
arm 14 and the hasp body 12. Similarly there exists a 
second open region 65 that communicates with the ?rst 
open region 64, in between the locking arm 14 and the 
hasp body 12 and in between the two arm members 40, 
42. 

In FIG. 4, the present invention locking device 10 is 
shown in conjunction with a ?shing rod 70 and a ?shing 
reel 72. The ?shing reel 72 includes an elongated neck 
74 that terminates in a ?anged end 76. The ?anged end 
76 is connected to the ?shing rod 70 utilizing any 
known prior art interconnection mechanism. 
When placing the assembled ?shing rod 70 and reel 

72 into the locking device 10, the padlock 60 is removed 
and the locking arm 14 is pivotably rotated into an open 
position, such as was illustrated in FIG. 1. The ?shing 
rod 70 is then placed across the hasp body 12 so that the 
elongated neck 74 of the ?shing reel 70 extends along 
the hasp body 12 and passes through the two arm mem 
bers 40, 42. The locking arm 14 is then pivotably rotated 
into the closed position shown in FIG. 3, and the pad 
lock 60 is placed through the lock apertures 36, 38 on 
the arm members 40, 42. As such, the connection be 
tween the ?shing rod 70 and reel 72 passes through the 
?rst open region 64 between the locking arm 14 and the 
hasp body 12 and the elongated neck 74 of the reel 72 
passes through the second open region 65 between the 
locking arm 14 and the hasp body 12 and in between the 
two arm members 40, 42. 
The ?anged end 76 at the end of the elongated neck 

74 of the ?shing reel 72 is too wide to ?t within the 
second open region 65. As such, the present invention 
locking device 10, in conjunction with the padlock 60, 
have engaged the ?shing reel 72 in a manner that pre 
vents the ?shing reel 72 from being removed from the 
locking device 10. Similarly, the presence of the ?shing 
rod 70 between the locking arm 14 and the hasp body 12 
prevents the ?shing rod 70 from being removed from 
the locking device 10 when closed. Consequently, the 
present invention locking device 10 secures both a ?sh 
ing rod 70 and a ?shing reel 72 preventing either or both 
from being removed from the locking device 10. 
As the present invention locking device 10 is secured 

around a ?shing rod and reel 70, 72, the padding mate 
rial 52 is biased against the structure of the rod and reel 
and prevents the rod and reel from touching the metal 
parts of the locking arm 14 and hasp body 12. As such, 
the padding material 52 protects the ?nish of the rod 
and reel. The engagement of the padding material 52 
against the rod and reel also prevents the vibrational 
movement of the rod and reel within the locking device 
10. This further serves to protect the ?nish of the rod 
and reel if the rod and reel are transported while re 
tained within the locking device 10. 
The locking device 10 is attached to an object such as 

an automobile, boat, cabin or the like, utilizing either 
the mechanical fastener 32 that extends from the hasp 
body 12 or the ?exible securing means 30 (shown in 
FIG. 1) that is joined to the hasp body 12. As such, the 
locking device 10 selectively couples a ?shing rod and 
reel to another object preventing the theft of the ?shing 
rod and/or reel. 

5 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

55 

60 

65 

6 
Although the described embodiment of the present 

invention locking device is believed to represent the 
best mode of the present invention, it should be under 
stood that many described elements of the present in 
vention have known functional equivalents. Addition 
ally, the shapes of the locking arm and hasp body as 
well as proportions, materials and orientations used in 
the exemplary embodiment can be modi?ed by a person 
skilled in the art without changing the function of the 
present invention. All such modi?cations and variations 
are intended to be covered by the scope of the present 
invention as set forth in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A locking device for securing a ?shing rod and reel 

assembly, wherein the ?shing reel includes an elongated 
neck that connects the ?shing reel to the ?shing rod, 
said device comprising: 

a hasp having a base structure and a locking arm 
pivotably attached to said base structure, wherein 
said locking arm can be pivotably rotated between 
an open position and a closed position, said hasp 
engaging the ?shing rod and the elongated neck of 
the ?shing reel at said closed position in a manner 
that prevents the ?shing reel and the ?shing rod 
from being removed from said hasp; 

padding means for padding said hasp where said hasp 
engages said ?shing rod and said ?shing reel; and 

securing means for securing said hasp to an object, 
wherein said hasp and said securing means cooper 
ate to prevent the unauthorized removal of said 
?shing rod and said ?shing reel from said object. 

2. The device according to claim 1, further including 
a locking means for selectively locking said hasp in said 
closed position, thereby selectively preventing said 
locking arm from moving from said closed position to 
said open position. 

3. The device according to claim 2, wherein said 
locking means includes a means for receiving a padlock, 
wherein said padlock prevents said hasp from being 
opened from said closed position when engaged within 
said receiving means. 

4. The device according to claim 1, wherein said 
securing means includes at least one mechanical fastener 
for mechanically joining said hasp to said object. 

5. The device according to claim 1, wherein said 
securing means includes a ?exible cable that mechani 
cally couples said hasp to said object. 

6. The device according to claim 1, wherein said base 
structure includes a substantially U-shaped formation 
through which the elongated neck of the ?shing reel 
passes and said locking arm obstructs said U-shaped 
formation when at said closed position, thereby pre 
venting the removal of the ?shing reel from said U 
shaped formation. 

7. A device for preventing the theft of a ?shing reel 
from a ?shing rod and reel assembly, wherein the ?sh 
ing reel has an elongated neck that is attached to a 
?shing rod, said device comprising: 

a base member having a structure thereon that par 
tially surrounds and engages the elongated neck of 
the ?shing reel and a portion of the ?shing rod 
when the rod and reel assembly is set in a predeter 
mined orientation in respect to the base member; 

a locking arm member pivotably coupled to said base 
member, said locking arm member being pivotably 
rotatable to a closed position wherein said base 
member and said locking arm member cooperate to 
substantially encircle the elongated neck of the 
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?shing reel and the portion of the ?shing rod, 
thereby preventing said ?shing reel from being 
removed from said ?shing rod; 

means for receiving a padlock, wherein said padlock 
prevents said locking arm member from being 
opened from said closed position by coupling said 
locking arm member to said base member, 

8. The device according to claim 7, further including 
a means for padding said base member and said locking 
arm member where said base member and said locking 
arm member substantially encircle said ?shing rod and 
said ?shing reel, thereby preventing said base member 
and said locking arm member from damaging the rod 
and reel assembly. 

9. The device according to claim 7, further including 
a means for connecting said base member to a predeter 
mined object, thereby selectively securing the rod and 
reel assembly to the predetermined object. 

10. The device according to claim 7 wherein said base 
member includes a substantially U-shaped formation 
through which the elongated neck of the ?shing reel 
passes and said locking arm member obstructs said U 
shaped formation when at said closed position, thereby 
preventing the removal of the ?shing reel from said 
U-shaped formation. 

11. A device for securing a rod and reel assembly to 
another object, wherein the rod and reel assembly in 
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8 
cludes a ?shing reel removably af?xed to a ?shing rod, 
said device comprising: 

a hasp having a locking arm that can be pivotably 
moved about a pivot point on said hasp from an 
open position to a closed position, wherein said 
hasp engages said rod and said reel of said rod and 
reel assembly in a manner that prevents the re 
moval of either the rod or the reel from said hasp 
when said locking arm is in said closed position; 

means for receiving a padlock, wherein said padlock 
prevents said hasp from being opened from said 
closed position by locking said locking arm into a 
set position relative to said hasp and preventing the 
rotation of said locking arm about said pivot point; 
and 

securing means for securing said hasp to the object, 
wherein said hasp and said securing means cooper 
ate to prevent the unauthorized removal of said 
?shing rod and said ?shing reel from said object. 

12. The device according to claim 11, further includ 
ing padding means for padding said‘ hasp where said 
hasp engages said ?shing rod and said ?shing reel. 

13. The device according to claim 11, wherein said 
hasp includes a substantially U-shaped formation 
through which the ?shing reel passes and said locking 
arm obstructs said U-shaped formation when at said 
closed position, thereby preventing the removal of the 
?shing reel from said U-shaped formation. 

* * * * * 


