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1
PORTABLE FLLOOR PIANO WITH FOLDING
KEYBOARD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

In general, the present invention relates to electronic key-
boards, such as piano keyboards. More particularly, the
present invention relates to large keyboards that are played by
walking or dancing upon the surface of the keyboard.

2. Prior Art Description

In the 1998 movie “BIG”, the iconic moment that many
people remember is when the star of the movie, Tom Hanks,
plays upon a large floor piano. That floor piano was designed
and built by Remo Saraceni in 1982, the inventor herein.
Since the release of the movie “BIG”, Mr. Saraceni has been
commissioned to build a variety of floor pianos for children’s
museums, children’s hospitals, stores and institutions around
the world. However, building a floor piano is far more com-
plex than building just a large touchpad keyboard.

Early versions of floor pianos were devices that were set
upon a floor. People only stepped on the floor piano when they
intended to play the floor piano. This was problematic
because the floor piano was large and required a large amount
of floor space. The floor piano was too large to store away
easily. As such, it was often justleft in place and often became
an obstacle to walking traffic.

Seeing the inconveniences of leaving a large floor piano on
the floor, customers began to request floor pianos that were
more portable, yet provided the same quality as a traditional
Saraceni Big piano.

Due in no small part to the movie “Big”, several toy piano
mats were marketed. These toy pianos mats where electronic
touchpads that were decorated in the form of a piano. These
touchpad mats were relatively small and could be folded or
rolled up for storage. The touchpad mats contained sensors
that were coupled to a sound generator. As such, when a
person pressed on different points of the mat, different notes
would sound.

Such toy touchpad mats may be fun in a child’s bedroom,
but they cannot be effectively used in a commercial space or
public venue, such as a museum or toy store. Touchpad mats
are small and slide on most floor surfaces. Furthermore, toy
touchpad mats are too light to lay flat. As such, they must be
taped down so as not to present a tripping hazard. Lastly, toy
touchpad mats are made from thin sheets of plastic. Toy
touchpad mats would quickly tear and there decorations wear
away, if they were mounted in areas frequented by the public.

The present inventor has developed an improved floor
piano that is portable, yet is designed to be placed on a floor
indefinitely. The floor piano is designed to be tread upon by
hundreds of people, while resisting wear. This improved floor
piano keyboard is described and claimed below.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is an electronic interactive instru-
mentthat is played by the feet of a person who walks upon the
instrument. The instrument has a cover plate with precisely
controlled flexibility upon which a person can walk. The
cover plate contains an image of a keyboard with both imaged
white keys and imaged black keys.

A plurality of support beams are provided under the cover
plate. The support beams are arranged in parallel and support
the cover plate in a horizontal plane. At least one of the
support beams is disposed under each of the imaged white
keys and the imaged black keys.
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A plurality of pressure sensors are provided. The pressure
sensors are affixed to the support beams, wherein the pressure
sensors are interposed between the support beams and the
cover plate. The pressure sensors can detect when the cover
plate is flexed by the weight of person. As such, the pressure
sensors can detect where a person is standing on the cover
plate. A plurality of controllable lights is provided, one at
each white key and each black key location. Key lights can be
controlled in terms of color and intensity, and can be illumi-
nated independently and individually in order to provide cues
to the person playing the instrument.

An electronic sound generator is provided. The sound gen-
erator is triggered by the pressure sensors. The sound genera-
tor can generate a different note or audio effect for each of the
imaged white keys and each of the imaged black keys.
Accordingly, different notes can be sounded when a person
steps upon the various imaged white keys and imaged black
keys.

The electronic interactive instrument contains a micropro-
cessor that monitors the sensors and controls the sound gen-
eration and key lights. The microprocessor also provides
access to a library pf musical pieces and learning programs.

The electronic interactive instrument is configured as a
one-octave keyboard. Multiple keyboards can be intercon-
nected to create larger instruments. Supplemental keyboards
are also programmable and can be set to have the same char-
acteristics or different characteristics as the original key-
board. This modularity enables the electronic interactive
instrument to be tailored to the physical space and budget of
a specific consumer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of the present invention, refer-
ence is made to the following description of an exemplary
embodiment thereof, considered in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention floor instrument;

FIG. 2 shows the floor instrument of FIG. 1 in a partially
folded condition;

FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the exemplary embodiment
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the exemplary embodi-
ment of FIG. 1, viewed along section line 4-4;

FIG. 5 is a schematic showing the electronic components
of the exemplary embodiment; and

FIG. 6 is a block logic diagram showing an exemplary
method of operation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Although the present invention assembly can be embodied
in many ways, only one exemplary embodiment is illustrated
and described. The exemplary embodiment only contains two
octaves and is not a full eighty-eight octave piano keyboard.
The illustrated embodiment, however, is merely exemplary
and should not be considered a limitation when interpreting
the scope of the appended claims. The present invention
assembly can be created to contain any number of octaves.

Referring to FIG. 1, FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 in combination, the
floor instrument 10 is shown. The floor instrument 10, when
laying flat upon the floor 11, contains an active keyboard
section 14 and an inactive boarder section 15. The keyboard
section 14 has the appearance of keys on a keyboard. The
keyboard section 14 is thin so it can be easily stepped upon by
aperson walking along the floor 11. The boarder section 15 is



US 9,111,516 Bl

3

slightly thicker so as to accommodate many of the electronic
controls required to operate the floor instrument 10, as will
later be explained.

The floor instrument 10 can be folded in half. Both the
keyboard section 14 and the boarder section 15 are bisected
by a hinge connection 13. The hinge connection 13 divides
the keyboard section 14 and the boarder section 15 into two
halves 17, 19. When the floor instrument 10 is folded for
storage, the two halves 17, 19 abut in parallel planes. When
the floor instrument 10 is opened for use, the two halves 17,19
are coplanar.

Eachhalfofthekeyboard section 14 is covered by alayered
cover plate 12. When the floor instrument 10 is unfolded, each
layered cover plate 12 lays parallel to the floor 11 of the
building. Each layered cover plate 12 is flat and contains no
raised elements or moving elements that can cause a tripping
hazard. As will be later explained, each layered cover plate 12
only flexes slightly when a person walks upon that layered
cover plate 12.

Eachhalf17,19 of the floor instrument 10 has a housing 16
that supports the layered cover plate 12. The housing 16 has
side surfaces 18 and a bottom surface 20 that combine with
the layered cover plate 12 to define an isolated interior 22. The
side surfaces 18 of the housing 16 preferably have a height of
no more than three inches in order to provide the floor instru-
ment 10 with a very narrow physical profile.

Each layered cover plate 12 of the floor instrument 10 has
a double layered construction that includes a decorative layer
24 and a protective layer 26. The protective layer 26 is the top
layer. The protective layer 26 is a clear layer of a high strength
acrylic polymer that is preferably between Y4 inch and %% inch
thick. The decorative layer 24 is disposed directly underneath
the protective layer 26 and is the same size as the protective
layer 26. The decorative layer 24 is a layer of a clear high
strength polymer that is painted or printed with a large key-
board image 28. The decorative layer 24 has a thickness that
is preferably between 4 inch and Y4 inch. The keyboard
image 28 includes imaged white keys 30, and shorter imaged
black keys 32 that run in a traditional piano pattern. The
imaged white keys 30 and imaged black keys 32 are painted/
printed to be somewhat translucent for a reason that is later
explained.

Since each layered cover plate 12 is comprised of two
layers of high strength plastic, that in combination can be up
to ¥4 of an inch thick, it will be understood that each layered
cover plate 12 has significant strength. When supported in the
manner later explained, each layered cover plate 12 can easily
support the weight of 100 pounds per square foot. This meets
or exceeds the building code requirements of flooring in pub-
lic buildings.

The isolated interior 22 of each housing 16 is divided into
two areas. Those areas include a key support area 36 and the
electronic support area 38. The key support area 36 lay under
the active keyboard section 14 of the layered cover plate 12.
Thus, the key support area 36 lay under the keyboard image
28. The electronic support area 38 lay under the inactive
boarder section 15.

Referring to FIG. 4 in conjunction with FIG. 3, it can be
seen that within the key support area 36 are provided a plu-
rality of beam supports 40, 42. Each beam support is a square
or rectangular tube of metal. The beam supports include long
beam supports 40 and short beam supports 42. A long beam
support 40 is positioned within the interior 22 of the housing
16 to correspond to the center of each of the imaged white
keys 30 printed on the decorative layer 24 of the cover plate
12. Likewise, a short beam support 42 is positioned to corre-
spond to the center of each of the imaged black keys 32
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printed on the decorative layer 24 of the cover plate 12. As
such, it will be understood that under each imaged white key
30 and each imaged black key 32, the cover plate 12 is
supported by a metal beam. Depending upon the size of the
floor instrument 10, the space between adjacent long beam
supports 40 is between 10 inches and 18 inches. The space
between adjacent long beam supports 40 and short beam
supports 42 is half that distance. Consequently, each layered
cover plate 12 is firmly supported. This enables each layered
cover plate 12 to bear large weights while still maintaining a
significant degree of flexibility.

A series of pressure sensors 44 are affixed to each of the
long beam supports 40 and the short beam supports 42. The
pressure sensors 44 are interposed between the beam supports
40, 42 and the layered cover plate 12. When a person steps
onto the layered cover plate 12, it will be understood that the
layered cover plate 12 will slightly flex in the area where
weight is applied. The degree of flex is limited by the presence
of the many long beam supports 40 and short beam supports
42 under the cover plate 12. However, the pressure sensors 44
are calibrated to the weight of the layered cover plate 12. As
such, the pressure sensors 44 only detect if additional weight
is present upon the layered cover plate 12. More specifically,
the pressure sensors 44 are calibrated to detect if a minimum
threshold weight is flexing the cover plate directly above one
of the long beam supports 40 or one of the short beam sup-
ports 42. Since the long beam supports 40 coincide in position
with the imaged white keys 30 and the short beam supports 42
coincide in position with the imaged black keys 32, it will be
understood that the pressure sensors 44 can detect if a person
is standing upon an imaged white key 30 or an imaged black
key 32.

The pressure sensors 44 are attached to the tops of the
various beam supports 40, 42. Preferably more than one pres-
sure sensor 44 is used in series upon each of the beam sup-
ports 40, 42. In this manner, should any one sensor 44 on any
one support beam 40, 42 fail, the floor instrument 10 will still
operate using the pressure sensors 44 that are present and still
function. The redundancy of the pressure sensors 44 ensure
that the overall floor instrument 10 will have along and robust
life.

The long beam supports 40 and the short beam supports 42
rest upon the bottom surface 20 of the housing 16. The long
beam supports 40 and the short beam supports 42 have side
edges 48. Lights 50 are mounted to the side edges 48. When
the lights on the side edges 48 of a long beam support 40 or a
short beam support 42 are illuminated, they shine light
through the cover plate 12. In the cover plate 12, the decora-
tive layer 24 is translucent. The protective layer 26 is clear. As
such, the lights 50 can be observed from above the cover plate
12. Since the lights 50 are attached to the side edges 48 of a
long beam support 40 or a short beam support 42, the lights 50
will appear to illuminate either the imaged white keys 30 or
the imaged black keys 32 above the lights 50. Consequently,
different imaged white keys 30 and imaged black keys 32 can
be illuminated by lighting the lights 50 on the beam supports
40, 42 under those imaged keys.

Referring to FIG. 5 in conjunction with FIG. 3, it can be
seen that the various lights 50 and pressure sensors 44 are
coupled to a microprocessor 52. The microprocessor 52 is
held within the electronic support area 38 within the housing
16. Signals received from the pressure sensors 44 inform the
microprocessor 52 as to the foot position of any person stand-
ing upon the active keyboard section 14 of the cover plate 12.

The microprocessor 52 is coupled to an interface 54. If the
floor instrument 10 is inset into a floor, the interface 54 can be
a handheld unit that communicates with the microprocessor
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52 wirelessly. This avoids the use of switches and button that
can be damaged if stepped upon. Alternatively, a small door
can be formed in the cover plate 12. The interface 54 can be
positioned under the door so that it is protected.

The microprocessor 52 is coupled to a digital memory 55.
The digital memory 55 contains the music for a wide variety
of songs that can be selected using the interface 54. The
microprocessor 52 is also attached to an electronic sound
generator 56 that is capable of generating the sound signals
that correspond to the keys 30, 32 on the keyboard image 28.
The microprocessor 52 is also attached to one or more com-
munications ports 53. The communication ports 53 connect
the microprocessor 52 with external devices, such as speak-
ers, computers, tablets, smart phones and the like. The com-
munications ports 53 also enable the microprocessor to have
a USB or similar port access that can be used for Bluetooth
and WiFi communications. Lastly, speakers 58 are provided
to broadcast the sound signals.

The floor instrument 10 can be operated in at least two
modes. The two modes include a free mode and a teaching
mode. In the free mode, the floor instrument 10 will light the
key 30, 32 and play the note for whatever imaged white key 30
orimaged black key 32 is stepped upon. In this mode, a person
can play any piece of music he/she desires and is physically
able to accomplish.

Referring now to FIG. 6 in conjunction with FIG. 3 and
FIG. 5, the teaching mode can be explained. In the teaching
mode, a person selects a piece of music from the memory. See
Block 60. The microprocessor 52 lights the key/keys 30, 32
that correspond to the first note/cord for the selected music
and deactivates all the other keys. See Block 62 and Block 64.
The user must then step on the appropriate imaged white keys
30 and/or imaged black keys 32 that are illuminated. See
Block 66. The microprocessor 52 will light a subsequent
note/cord only after the person successfully steps upon the
initial note/cord. See Block 68. Since all other keys are deac-
tivated, the microprocessor 52 will not light or sound any
imaged key 30, 32 that is inadvertently stepped upon. This
enables a person to walk across the floor instrument 10 to a
selected key without sounding the intervening keys. For
example, suppose the floor instrument 10 lights an imaged
white key 30 at one end of the cover plate 12. After thatkey 30
is stepped upon, the microprocessor 52 may light an imaged
black key 32 near the opposite end of the cover plate 12. A
person can walk across the cover plate 12 to that next key 32
without activating any of the other keys. The microprocessor
52 deactivates all the keys that are not currently being illumi-
nated. In this manner, a person does not have to jump from key
to key or step off the floor instrument 10 between key strikes.
The result is a floor instrument 10 that can be played at the
pace of the user and can accommodate decreased physical
and/or mental abilities, while providing a rewarding experi-
ence. The floor instrument 10 can therefore be played by the
elderly and infirm as well as the young and agile.

The microprocessor 52 can control the intensity and color
of'the lights at the various keys. This enables the floor instru-
ment 10 to operate in advanced teaching modes. For example,
the floor instrument 10 may brightly illuminate the nextkey to
be played, while dimly illuminating the key to be played after
that. The dimly lit keys provide an anticipatory cue as to what
notes will need to be subsequently played.

It will be understood that the embodiment of the present
invention that is illustrated and described is merely exemplary
and that a person skilled in the art can make many variations
to that embodiment. All such embodiments are intended to be
included within the scope of the present invention as defined
by the claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. An electronic instrument,

comprising:

a translucent plate containing an image of a keyboard
with imaged white keys and imaged black keys,
wherein said translucent plate has a thickness of at
least % inch;

a clear protective plate disposed directly atop said trans-
lucent plate, wherein said clear protective plate has a
thickness of at least %4 inch and covers all of said
image, wherein said translucent plate and said clear
protective plate combine to form a layered cover;

a plurality of support beams arranged in parallel and
supporting said layered cover in a horizontal plane,
wherein at least one of said plurality of support beams
is disposed under each of said imaged white keys and
each of said imaged black keys;

a plurality of pressure sensors, wherein at least one of
said plurality of pressure sensors is affixed to each of
said plurality of support beams, and wherein said
plurality of pressure sensors are interposed between
said plurality of support beams and said layered
cover;

an electronic sound generator that is triggered by said
plurality of pressure sensors, said electronic sound
generator being capable of generating a different note
for each of said imaged white keys and each of said
imaged black keys.

2. The instrument according to claim 1, wherein said
imaged white keys are longer than said imaged black keys,
and wherein said plurality of support beams include long
support beams that are disposed under said imaged white keys
and short support beams that are positioned under said
imaged black keys.

3. The instrument according to claim 2, wherein only one
of said plurality of support beams is disposed under each of
said imaged white keys and each of said imaged black keys.

4. The instrument according to claim 1, further including
lights coupled to each of said plurality of support beams.

5. The instrument according to claim 4, further including a
microprocessor that receives signals from said plurality of
pressure sensors and controls said lights.

6. An electronic instrument, comprising:

a housing divided between a first section and a second
section by a hinged connection that enables said housing
to be selectively configured in an open configuration and
a folded configuration; wherein both said first section
and said second section having a bottom surface and an
open top;

a plurality of metal support beams disposed in said housing
on said bottom surface of both said first section and said
second section;

aflexible cover plate containing an image of keyboard keys
thereon, said cover plate containing a first top layer of
plastic and a second bottom layer of plastic that abut
against each other, wherein said second bottom layer of
plastic is translucent and said keyboard keys are imaged
on said second bottom layer of plastic, and wherein said
cover plate is divided into two parts and covers said open
top of both said first section and said second section of
said housing and wherein each of said keyboard keys
aligns over one of said metal support beams;

pressure sensors affixed to each of said metal support
beams wherein said pressure sensors detect flex in said
keyboard keys of said cover plate aligned there above;
and
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an electronic sound generator that is triggered by said
pressure sensors, said electronic sound generator being
capable of generating a different note for each of said
keyboard keys.

7. The instrument according to claim 6, wherein each of
said metal support beams has a flat top surface that faces said
cover plate.

8. The instrument according to claim 6, wherein said metal
support beams include a plurality of long support beams and
a plurality of short support beams that are interposed in par-
allel along said bottom surface of said housing.

9. The instrument according to claim 6, wherein said cover
plate has a thickness of at least %% inch.

10. The instrument according to claim 6, further including
lights coupled to each of said plurality of metal support
beams.

11. The instrument according to claim 10, further including
a microprocessor that receives signals from said pressure
sensors and controls said lights.

12. An electronic keyboard assembly played by the feet of
a walking person, said assembly comprising:

10

15

8

a flexible cover plate having a decorative layer that bears a
plurality of imaged keyboard keys and a protective layer
that covers said decorative layer, wherein said decora-
tive layer is translucent and said protective layer is clear;

beam supports supporting said flexible cover plate,
wherein a separate metal beam is disposed under each of
said imaged keyboard keys;

sensors for sensing when said flexible cover plate is
stepped upon over any of said keyboard keys;

a sound generator that is triggered by said sensors, said
sound generator being capable of generating a different
note for each of said keyboard keys.

13. The instrument according to claim 12, further including
lights coupled to each of said support beams for illuminating
said imaged keyboard keys.

14. The instrument according to claim 13, further including
a microprocessor that receives signals from said sensors and
controls said lights.



